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SERMON VI.

Britain s Mercies, and Britams Duty.

Preached at Philadelphia^ on Sunday^ Auguft 24, 174^.
and occafioned by the Suppreflion of the late un-

natural Rebellion.

P s A L M cv. 45.

'That they might ohferve his Statutes and hsep his Laws,

MEN, brethren, and fathers, and all ye to whom I am
about to preach the kingdom of God, I fuppofe you

need not be informed, that being indirpenii'Dly obliged to be

ablent on your late thank-Tgiving-day, I could not ftiew my obe-

dience to the governor's proclamation, as my own inclination

\&^ me, or as might juftly be expei^ed from, and demanded of

me. But as theoccafion of that day's thankfgiving is yet, and I

truft ever will be, freOi in our memory, I cannot think tha:

a difcourfe on that fubjecl cafi even now be altogether unfea-

fonable. I take it for granted, farther, that you need nor

be informed, that among the various motives which are gene-

rally urged to enforce obedience to the divine commands,

that of love is the moft powerful and cogent. The terrors at

the law m.ay affright and awe, but love diiTolves and melts the

heart. " The love of Christ," fays the great apoftie of

the Gentile] y
*' conftraineth us." Nay, love is To abfolute'y

neceflary for thofe that name the name of Christ, that with*

out it, their obedience cannot truly be ftiled evangelical, or

be acceptable in the fjght of God. " Although, (fays the

apoftie) I beftow all my goods to feed the poor, and though

I give my body to be burnt, and h^ve not charity," (i. e.

unlefs unfeigned love to God, and to mankind for his

great
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great name's lake, be the principle of fuch acflions, howfo-

ever it may benelit others) it prolitcth fne nothing." This is

the Gondant language of the lively oracles of God. Andy

from them it is equally plain, that nothing has a greater ten-

dency to beget ana excite fuch an obediential love in usj

than a ferious and frequent confideration of the manifold mer-

cies we receive time after 'time from the hands of our heavenly

Father. The royal pfalmift, who had the honour of being

lliled, " the man after God's own heart," had an abundant

experience of ibis. Hence it is, that whilft he is mufing on

the divine goodncfs, the fire of divine love kindles in his

foul ; and, out of the abundance of his heart, his mouth

fpeakcth fuch grateful and cxtatic language as this. *' What
fhall I render unto the Lord for all his mercies ? Blefs the

Lord, O my foul, and all that is within me, blefs his holy

name." And why ? " who forgiveth all thine iniquities,

who healeth all thy difeafes, who redeemeth thy life from

deftrudlion, who crowneth thee v/ith loving kindn(?fs and ten-

der mercies." And when the fame holy man of God had

a mind to ftir up the people of the ^exvs to fet about a na-

tional reformation, as the moft weighty and prevailiiig argu-

ment he could make ufe of for that purpofe, he lays beforfc

them, as it were, in a draught, many national mercies, and

diftinguifhing deliverances, which have been conferred upon

and wrought out for them, by the moft high God. The
pfalm to which the v^ords of our text belong, is a pregnant

proof of this ; it being a kind of epitome or compendium ef

the whole 'Jewifo hiftory : at lead it contains an enumeration

of many fignal and extraordinary blefHngs the Ifraelites had

received from God, and alfo the improvement they were in

duty bound to make of them, " Obferve his flatutes and keep

his laws."

To run through all the particulars of the pfalm, or- draw

a parallel (which might with great eafc and juftice be done)

between God's dealings with us and the Ifraelites of old :

To enumerate all the national mercies beftowed upon, and

remarkable deliverances wrought out for the kingdoms of

Great-BrItahi and Ireland^ from the infant fiate of jyHliam

the Norman to their prefent manhood, and more than Augujlon

maiuiity, under the aufpicious reign of our rightful Sovereign

King
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King George the fecond ; hov.'foever pleafing and proiirabla

it might be at any other time, would, at thisjunilure, prove,

if not an irkToiiie, yet an unreafonable undertaking.

Theoccafion of the late folemnity, I mean the fuppreflion

of a moft horrid and unnatural rebellion, will afford more

than fufficient matter for a difcourle of this nature, and fur-

riifh us with abundant motives to love and obey that glorious

'Jehovah^ who giveth falvation unto kings, and delivers his

people from the hurtful fword.

Need I make an apology, before this auditory, if, in order

to fee the greatnefs of our late deliverance, I fhoulu remind

you of the many unfpeakable bleffings which we have for a

courfc of years enjoyed, during the reign of his prefent Ma-
jcfty, and the gentle, mild adminiflration under which we

iive? Without juftly incurring the cenfure of giving flatter-

ing titles, I believe all who have eyes to fee, and ears to hear,

and are but a little acquainted with our public affairs, mud
acknowledge, that we have one of the beft of Kings. It is

now above nineteen years fmce he began to reign over us.

And yet, was he feated on a royal throne, and were all his

fubjecSls placed before him, was he to addrefs them as Sa?nucl

once addrefled the IfraeliteSy '• Behold here I am, old and

grey-headed, witneCs againfl me before the Lord, whofe cjc

have I taken ? Or whofe afs have I taken ? Or whom have

I defrauded ? Whom have I oppreffed ?" They muft, if they

would do him juftice, make the fame anfwer as was given to

Samuel, " Thou haft not defrauded us, nor opprefled us."

What Teriullus, by way of flattery, faid to Felix, may with

the ftrideft juftice be applied to our fovereign, " By thee we

enjoy great quietnefs, and very worthy deeds have been done

unto our nation by thy providence." He has been indeed

Pater Patrla, a father to our country, and though old and

grey-headed, has jeoparded his precious life for us in the

high places of the field. Nor has he lefs deferved the great

and glorious title, which the Lord promifes, that kings

ihould fuftain in the latter days, I mean, " a nurflng father

of the church." For not only the Church of England, as by

law eftablifhed, but all denominations of chriftians wliatfo-

ever, have enjoyed their religious as well as civil liberties. As

there has been no authorized oppreflion in the ftate, fo there

Vol. V. F ii^s
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has been no publicly allovveci periccution in the church. We
breathe indeed in free air ? as free (if not freer) both as to tem-

porals and fpirituals, as any nation under heaven. Nor is the

profpccl likely to terminate in his majefty's death, which 1

pray God to defer. Our princelles are difpofed of to pro-

teftant powers. And we have great reafon to be afTured, that

the prefent heir apparent, and his confort, are like minded

with their royal father. And I cannot help thinking, that it

is a peculiar blelTing vouchfafed us by the King of kings, that

his prefent Majefty has been continued fo long among us.

For now, his immediate fucccllbr (though his prefent fitua-

tion obli^^es him. as it were, to lie dormant) has great and glo-

rious opportunities, which we have reafon to think he daily

improves, of obfcrving and weighing the national affairs, con-

fiderino- the various fteps and turns of government, and con-

fequently of laying in a large fund of experience, to make

him a wife and great prince, if ever God fliould call him to

fway the Britijh fceptre. Happy art thou, O England!

Happy art thou, O America^ who on every fide art thus

highly favoured !

But, alas ! how foon would this happy fcene have fhlfted,

2nd a melancholy gloomy profpedl have fucceeded in its room,

had the rebels gained their point, and a poplfh abjured pre-

tender been forced upon the Britijlo throne ! For, fuppofmg

his birth not to be fpurious, (as we have great reafon to think

'

it really was) what could we expe£l from one, defcended from

a father, who, when Duke of Tork^ put all Scotland into

confufion ; and afterwards, when crowned King o( E?2gla^dj

for his arbritrary and tyrannical government, both in church

and flate, was judly obliged to abdicate the throne, by the

afTertors of Britij?) liberty ? Or, fuppofmg the horrid plot,

firft hatched in hell, and afterwards nurfed at Ro7?iey had taken

place ; fuppofmg, i fay, the old Pretender fhould have ob-

tained the triple crown, and have transferred his pretended

title (a- it is reported he has done) to his eldeft fon, what was

all this for, but that, by being advanced to the popedom, he

might rule both fon and fubje(Sls with lefs eontpoul, and by

their united intereft, keep rhe three kingdoms oUEn^land^ Scot"-

' Idfid, m-)6 Ireland^ in greater vaflall age to the M otRoprjc P^

Ever fince this uhfiatural rebellion broke(>ttt^" I have looked-

" • ' wpon
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lipon the young fretcnJer as the phaeton of the prefent a^e.

He is ambitioufly and prefumptuoufly aiming to (eat himfelf

in the throne of our rightful fovereign King George^ which

he is no more capable of keeping, than Phaeton was to guide

the chariot of the fun -, and had he fucceeded in his attempt,

like him, would only have fet the world on fire. It is true,

to do himjufticej he has deferved well of the Church o^ Rofne^

and, in all probability, will hereafter be canonized amongft

the noble order of their fidlitious faints. But, with what

an iron rod we might expert to have been bruifed, had his

troops been vitflorious, may eafily be gathered from thofe

cruel orders faid to be found in the pockets of fome of his

ofEcers, " Give no quarters to the Elector's troops.*' Add to

this, that there was great reafon to fufpect, that, upon th^

firft nev;s of the fuccefs of the rebels, a general maffacre was

intended. So that if the Lord had not been on our fide.

Great Britain^ not to fay America^ would, in a few weeks or

months, have been an Aceldama^ a field of blood.

Befides, was a Pop'ijh Pretender to rule over us, inftead

df being reprefented by a free parliament, and governed by

laws made by their confcnt, as we now are ; v/e (hould

fhortly have had only the ihadow of one, and it may be, no

parliament at all. This is the native produ£i of a Popijh

government, and what the unhappy family, from which this

young adventurer pretejids he defcended, has always aimed at.

Arbitrary principles he has fucked in with his mother's milk,

and if he had been fo honed, inftead of that immature motto

upon his ftandard. Tandem triumpham^ only to have put, ^tet

pro ratione Voluntcs^ he had given us a (hort, but true por-

trait of the nature of his intended, but bleiTcd be God, now

defeated reign. And why fhould I mention, that the fink-

ing of the national debt, or rending away the funded property

of the people, and the difTolution of the prefent happy union

between the two kingdoms, would have been the immediate

confequences of his fuccefs, as he himfelf declares in his fecond

manifefto, dated from Holy-rood Houfe ? Thefe are evils, and

great ones too ; but then rhey are only evils of a temporary

nature. They chiefly concern the body, and mult necefiarily

terminate in the grave.

F 2 Butj



[ 84 ]

But, alas ! what an inundation of fpiritual mifchief?, would

foon have overflowed the Church, and what unfpeakable

danger (hould we and our pofterity have been reduced to

in rerpe<5t to our better parts, our precious and immortal fouls ?

How foon would whole fwarms of monks, dominicans and

friars, like fo many locufts, have overfpread and plagued

the nation ; with what winged fpeed would foreign titular

bifliops have ported over, in order to take pofl'eiTion of their

lefpciStive fees ? How quickly would our univerfities have

been filled with youths who have been fent abroad by their

Pop}/}) parents, in order to drink in all the fuperftitions of

the church of Ro?ne ? What a fpeedy period would have

been put to focieties of all kinds, for promoting chriilian know-

ledge, and propagating the gofpel in foreign parts ? How foon

would our pulpits have every where been filled with thefe old

antichriflian dodlrines, free-will, meriting by works, tran-

fubftantiation, purgatory, works of fupererogation, paflive-

obedicnce, non- refinance, and all the other abominations

of the whore of Babylon ? How foon would our protcftant

charity fchools In England^ Scotland and Ireland^ have been

pulled down, our Bibles forcibly taken from us, and igno-

rance every where fet up as the mother of devotion ? How
foon (hould we have been deprived of that invaluable bleiling,

liberty of confcience, and been obliged to commence (what

they falfely call) catholicks, or fubnilt to all the tortures

which a bigoted zea), guided by the mofl: cruel principles,

could pofiibly invent ? How foon would that mother of har-

lots have made herfelf once more drunk with the blood of

the faints ? And the whole tribe even of free-thinkers them-

felves, been brought to this dilemma, either to die martyrs

for, (although I never yet heard of one that did fo) or, con-

trary to all their moit avowed principles, renounce their great

Diana^ unalTifled, unenbghtened reafon ? But I mufl have

done, left while I am fpeaking againft antichrifl, I fhould

unawares fall myfelf, and lead my hearers into an antichriflian

fpiiit. True and undefiled religion will regulate our zeal,

and teach us to treat even the man of fin with no harfher lan-

guage than that which the angel gave to his grand employer

Satan, " The Lord rebuke thee."

Glory



[ 85 1

Glory be to God*s great name ! the Lord has rebuked

liim ; and that too at a time when we had little reafon to

expe<5l fuch a blcffing at God's hands. My dear hearers,

neither ihe prefent frame ot my heart, nor the occafion of

your late folcmn meeting, lead me to Live you a detail of our

public vices. Though, alas ! they are fo many, fo notorious,

and withal of fuch a crimfon-dye, that a gofpel minifter would

not be altogether inexcufable, was he, even on fuch a joyful

occafion, to lift up his voice like a trumpet, to (hew the

Britifti nation their tranfgreffion, and the people o^ Jrner'ua

their fin. However, though I would not caft a difmal fliadc

upon the pleafmg picture the caufc of our late rejoicings fet

before us
;

yet thus much may, and ought to be faid, that

as God has not dealt fo bountifully with any people as with

us, fo no nation under heaven has dealt more ungratefully

with Him. We have been like Capernaum^ lifted up to

heaven in privileges, and for the abufe of them, like her,

have defcrved to be thruft down into hell. How well foever

it may be with us, in refpe6t to our civil and ecclefiaftical

conftitution, yet in regard to our morals, Ifaiah's defcription

of the y^^t;//?? polity is too applicable, "The whole head is

fick, the whole heart is faint ; from the crown of the head to

the fole of our feet, we are full of v/ounds and bruifes, and

putrifying fores." We have, Jtjhurun-Wke^ waxed fat and

kicked. We have played the harlot againft God, both in

regard to principles and pra6i:ices. " Our gold is become

dim, and our fine gold changed." We have crucified the

Son of God afrefli, and put him to an open fhame. Nay,

Christ has been wounded in the houfe of his friends. And

every thing long ago feemed to threaten an immediate ftorm.

But, O the long-fufFering and goodnefs of God to us-ward !

When all things feemed ripe for deftru6lion, and matters

were come to fuch a crifis, that God's praying people

began to think, that though Noah^ Daniel and Jab, were

living, they would only deliver their own fouls
;

yet then

in the midft of judgment the Mofl High remembered mercy,

and when a popifh enemy was breaking in upon us like a

flood, the Lord himfelf gracioufly lifted up a flandard.

This to me does not feem to be one of the mofl unfavoura-

ble circumftances which have attended this mighty deliver-

F 3 ancc
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ance ; nor do I think you will look upon if as a circumftance

altogether unworthy your obfervation. Had this cockatrice

indeed been cruflied in the egg, and the young Pretender

driven back upon his firft arrival, it would undoubtedly have

been a great blcfling. But not (o great as that for which you

lately afiembled to give God thanks : for then his Majefty

would not have had fo good an opportunity of knowing his

enemies, or trying his friends. The Briiijh fubjecSts would

in a manner have lofl the faireft occafion that ever offered to

cxprefs their loyalty and gratitude to the rightful fovereign.

Frcme would not have been fo greatly humbled ; nor fuch

an efFe6lual ftop have been put, as we trufl there now is, to

any fuch further Popifi plot, to rob us of all that is near and

dear to us. " Out of the eater therefore hath con;c forth

meat, and out of the flrong hath come forth fweetnefs."

The Pretender's eldeft fon is fufFered not only to land in the

North-lVeft Highlands in Scotland^ but in a little while he be-

comes a great band. This for a time is not believed, but

treated as a thing altogether incredible. The friends of the

governrpent in thofe parts, not for want of Joy^ilty, but of

fufficient authority to take up arms, could not refifl him. He
is permitted to pafs on with his terrible banditti, and, like the

comet that was lately feen, fpreads his baleful influences all

around him. He is likewife permitted to gain a fhort-liv'd tri-

umph by a vidtory over a body of our troops at Prejlon-Pans^

and to take a, temporary pofi'cffion of the metropolis oi Scotland,

Of this he makes his boaft, and informs the public, that

" Providence had hitherto favoured him with wonderful fuc-

" cefs, led him in the way to vidtory, and to the capital of the

*' antient kingdom, though he came without foreign aid.'*

Nay, he is further permitted to prefs into the very heart of

England, But now the Almighty interpofes. Hitherto he

was to go, and no further. Here were his malicious defigns

to be ftaid. His troops of a fudden are driven back. Away
t,hey pOiT: to the Highlands, and there they are fufFered not

only to incrcafe, but alfo to collcvSt themfelves into a large

tody, that having, as it were, what Caligula once wifhed

Rome had, but one neck, they might be cut off with one

blow.

The
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The time, manner, and inftrument of this vI£lory, deferves

our notice. It was on a general faft-day, when the clergy

and good people of Scotland were lamenting the difloyalty of

their perfidious countrymen, and, like Alofes^ lifting up their

hands, that Amalck might not prevail. The vi£lory was to-

tal and decifive. Little blood was fpilt on the fide of the

Royalifts. And, to crown all, Duke William^ his Majefty's

youngefl fon, has the honour of firfl driving back, and then

defeating the rebel-army. A prince, who in his infancy and

youth, gave early proofs of an uncommon bravery and no-

blenefs of mind ; a prince, whofe courage has increafed with

his years. Who returned wounded from the battle of Det-^

ihigen^ behaved with furprizing bravery at Fontenoy^ and now,

by a conduct and magnanimity becoming the high office he

fuftains, like his glorious predecefibr the Prince of Ormige^ has

delivered three kingdoms from the dread of popifti cruelty, and

arbitrary power. What renders it ftill more remarkable is.

The day on which his Highnefs gained this vidory, was the

day after his birth-day, when he was entering on the 26th

year of his age ; and when Si^IIhan^ one of the Pretender's

privy-council, like another AhitopheJ^ advifed the rebels to

give our foldiers battle, prefuming they were futfcited and

over- charged with their yerterday's rejoicings, and confe-

quently unfit to make any great ftand againft them. But,

glory be to God, who catches the wife in their own crafti-

nefs ! his counfel, like Jhitophel's, proves abortive. Both

General and foldiers were prepared to meet them. *' God
taught their hands to war, and their fingers to fight," and

brought the Duke, after a deferved ilaughter of fome thou-

fands of the rebels, with moft of his brave foldiers, vidlorious

from the field.

If we then take a di{lin6l view of this notable tranfadion,

and trace it in all the particular circumflances that have at-

tended it, I believe we muft with one heart and voice confefs,

that if it be a mercy for a ftate to be delivered from a worfe

than a Catiline's con fpi racy, or a church to be refcued from a

hotter than a Dioclejian perfecution ; if it be a mercy to be

delivered from a religion that turns plough-faares into fwords,

and pruning-hooks into fpears, and makes it meritorious to

^ed proteftant blood ; if it be a mercy to have all our pre-

F 4 A-nt
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Cent invaluable piivlir^;cs, botl) in church nnd ftnte, fccurcd

to us more than c\ cr ; IT it be a mercy to have thcle grt\it

things done for ns, at a iVafon, when for our cryidg fins,

both church and ftate juflly dcfervcd to be overturiK'd ; and it'

it be a mercy to have all this brought about for us, under

God, by one of the blood-royal, a prince iK^ing with an ex-

perience (at above his years ; if anv, or J>11 of thefe are mer-

ciej!, then hnvc vcu lacely commemor.ited one of the grcatcft

mercies that ever the glorioui> God vouchfafed to the Brltljh

nation.

And Hjall we not rejoice and give thanks ? Should we rc-

fufe, would not the i^ones cry out againft: us ? Rejoice then

we may and cxught : but, O let our rejoicing be in the Lord,

and run in a religious channel. This, we i\ni\^ has been the

practice of God's people in ail ages. When he was nleafed,

with a mighty haiid, and cnit-frretched i-rm, to lead the If-

raelitei through the Red-Sta^ as on dry ground, *' Then fang

Ahfis and the children of Ifmel ; and Aliriam the prophetefs,

the filler of Aar:n^ took a timbrel in her hand, and all the

women went out after her. And J/ir/V?/;; ariGvered them,

Sing ye to the Lord \ for he hath triumphed glorioufly."

When God fubdued ^JahiUy the King of Canaan^ before the

children of Jj'roel^ " then fang Deborah and Barak on that

day, faying, *"' Praife ve the LoiiD for"the avenging of IfrceL''*

When the ark was brought back out of the hands of the

Ph:!i/ilntS^ Davld^ though a king, danced before it. And,

to mention but one inftance more, which may {ti\Q as a ge-

neral diredlory to us on this and fLich-iike occafions : when

the great Head of the church had refcued his people from the

general maflacre intended to be executed upon them by a

cruel and ambitious Haman^ ^^ Mordeccd fent letters unto all

the "Jcivs that were in all the provinces of the King Jhafnerus^

both nigh and far, to eftablifn among them, that they fhouM
"keep the fourteenth day of the month Jdar^ and the fifteenth

day of the fime yearly, as the days wherein the y£ws refted

from their enemies, and the month wi^ich was turned unto

tbem from forrovv unto joy, and from mourning into a goe-d

day : that they fhould make them days of feafling and joy,

and of fending portions one to another, and gifts to the

poor/* And why iliould we not go and do bkewife ?

5 And
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And fhall we not alfo, on fuch an occafion, cxprefs our

gratitude to, and make honourable mention of, thole vvr^rrhiei

who have fi^tiayiz^rd themfelves, and been riaoy lo (acrifice

both lives and fortunes at this critical juncture ?

This would be to act the part of thofe ungrateful Ifraelites^

who are branded in the book of God, for not fliCAing kind-

nefs to the houic of " Jerub-Baal-, namely Gideon^ according

to all the goodncfs which he Ihcv-td unto Ifracl.'' Kven a

Pharaoh could prefer a deferving ^joftph^ Ahafuerui a Mordccai^

and Nebuchadnezzar a Daniel, when made inftruments of hgnal

fervicc to thcnifelvcs and people. " My heart, hy^ Dehor ah^

is towards (;". e. I have a particular veneration and regard for)

the Governors of Ifrael that offered themfelves willingly.

And blcfTed above women fhall Joel the wife of Htber the

Kenite be ; for fhe put her hand to the nail, and her right-

hand to the v/orkman's hammer, and with the hammer fhe

fmote Sifera^ fne fmote off his head, v;hen (he had pierced

and f^rickcn through his temples." And fhall we not fay,

*' Blefied above men let his Royal Highnefs the Duke of

Cumberland be ; for through his inftrumentality, the great and

glorious Jehovah hath brought mighty things to pafs?"

Should not our hearts be towards the worthy Archbifhop of

Tork^ the Royal Hunters, and thofe otlier Englijl) heroes who

offered themfelves io Vy'illingly ? Let the names o^ Blakeney^

Blandy and Rea, and all thofe who waxed valiant in fight on

this important occafion, live for ever in the Briti/h annals.

And Itt the name vn that great, that incomparable brave I'ol-

dier of the King, and a good foldiet of Jesus Christ,

Colonel Gardiner^ (excufe me if I here drop a tear : he was

my intimate friend) let his name, I fay, be had in everlafling

remembrance.

But, after all, is there not an infinitely greater debt of gra-

titude and praife due from us, on this occafion, to Him that

is higher than the highefl-, even the King of kings and Lord

of Lords, the blefTcd and only Potentate ? Is it not his arm,

his ftrong and mighty arm, (what inftruments foever may

have been made ufe of) that hath brought us this falvation ?

And m.ay I not therefore addrefs you, in the exulting language

of the beginning of this pfalm, from which v/e have taken

our text r '• O give thanks unto the Lord, call upon his

nam.e, make known his deeds among the people. Sing unto

him
;
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him ; fing pfalms unto him ; talk ye of all his wondrous

works J glory ye in his holy name ; remember his marvellous

work which he hath done."

But (hall we put off our good and gracious benefa£lor with

i^ere lip- fer vice ? God forbid. Your worthy Governor has

honoured God in his late excellent proclamation, and God
>vill honour him. But fhall our thanks terminate with the

day ? No, in no wife. Our text reminds us of a more noble

Sacrifice, and points out to us the great end the Almighty Je-

hovah propofes, in beftowing fuch fignal favours upon a

people, '' That they (hould obferve his ftatutes, and keep

his laws."

This is the return we are all taught to pray, that we may
make to the Moft High God, the Father of mercies, in the

daily ofike of our church, " That our hearts may be un-
*' feignedly thankful, and that we may (hew forth his praife,

" not only with our lips, but in our lives, by giving up our-

^' felves to his fervice, and by walking before him in holinefs

*' and righteoufnefs all our days." O that thefe words were

the real language of all that ufe them ! O that there were in

us fuch a mind 1 How foon would our enemies then flee be-

fore us ? And God, even our own God, would yet give us

more abundant bleilings !

And why (hould not we " cbferve God's ftatutes, and keep

his law? r" Dare we fay, that any of his commands are

grievous ? Is not Christ's yoke, to a renewed foul, as far

as renewed, eafy j and his burden comparatively light ? May
1 not appeal to the moft refined reafoner, whether the religion

of Jesus Christ be not a focial religion ? Whether the

Moral Law, as explained by the Lord Jesus in the gofpel,

has not a natural tendency to promote the prefent good and

happinefs of a whole commonwealth, fuppofing they were

obedient to them, as well as the happinefs of every individual?

From whence come wars and fighting amongft us ? From
what fountain do all thole evil?, which the prefent and pa(t

ages have groaned under, flow, but from a negle<Sl of the

laws and ftatutes of our great and all-wife law-giver Jesus

oi Nazareth ? Tell me, ye men ofletters, whether Lycurgus

or Solon^ Pythagoras or Plato^ Arijiotle^ Seneca^ Cicero^ or all

the antient lawgivers and heathen moralidsj put them all to-

gether.
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gether, ever publlflied a fyftem of ethics, any way worthy to

be compared with the glorious fyftem laid down in that much
defpifed book, (to ufe Sir Richard Steeds expreflion) empha-
tically called, the Scriptures ? Is not the divine image and

fuperfcription written upon every precept of the gofpel ? Do
they not fhine with a native intrinfic luftre ? And, though

many things in them are above, yet, is there any thing con-

trary to the ftriiilefl: laws of right reafon ? Is not Jesus
Christ, in fcripture, ftiled the Word, the Logos, the Rea-

fon ? And is not his feivice a reafonable fervice ? What if

there be myfleries in his religion ? Are they not without all

controverCy great and glorious ? Are they not myfteries of

godlinefs, and worthy of that God who reveals them ? Nay,

is it not the greateft myftery, that men, v^ho pretend to reafon,

and call themfelves philofophcrs, who fearch into the arcana

naiur^j and confequently find a myftery in every blade of

grafs, fhould yet be fo irrational as to decry all myfteries in

religion ? Where is the fcribe f where is the wife ? where is

the difputer againft the chriftian revelation ? Does not every

thing without and within us, confpire to prove its divine

original ? And would not felf-intercft, if there was no other

motive, excite us to obferve God's ftatutes, and keep his

laws ?

Befides, confiJered as a proteftant people, do we not lie

under the greateft obligations of any nation under heaven, to

pay a chearful, unanimous, univerfal, pcrfevering obedience

to the divine commands.

The wonderful and furprifing manner of God's bringing

about a reformation, in the reign of King Henry the Eighth; his

carrying it on in the blefled reign of King Edivard the Sixth

;

his delivering us out of the bloody hanus of Qi^ieen Mary^-

and deftroying the Spanijh invincible armada, under her im-

mediate proteftant fucceftbr Queen Elizjbeth; his difcoveryof

the popifti plot under King James \ the glorious revolution by

King IViHiam ; and, to come nearer to our own times, his

driving away four thoufand five hundred Spaniards^ from a

weak (though important) frontier colcuv, when they had, in

a manner, adiually taken poflefTion of it j his giving us

Loiiifiaura^ one of the ftrcngeft fortrcftes of our eno^

contrary to all human probability, but the other da^

3
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our hands : thcfe, I fay, with the victory which you have

Jately been commemorating, are fuch national mercies, not to

mention any more, as will render us utterly inexcufable, if

they do not produce a national reformation, and incite us all,

with one heart, to keep God's itatutes, and obferve his laws.

Need I remind you further, in order to excite in you a

greater diligence to comply with the intent of the text, that

though the llorm, in a great meafure, is abated by his Royal

Highnefb's late fucccfs, yet we dare not fay, it is altogether

blown over ?

The clouds may again return after the rain ; and the few

furviving rebels (which I pray God avert) may yet be fuf-

jered to make head againft us. We are ftill engaged in a

bloody, and, in all probability, a tedious war, with two of

the moil inveterate enemies to the interefts of Qj-eat-Britaln,

And, though I cannot help thinking, that their prefent inten-

tions are fo iniquitous, their conduit fo perfidious, and their

fchemes fo diredly derogatory to the honour of the Moft

High God, that he will certainly humble them in the end,

yet, as all things in this life happen alike to all, they may for

a time, be dreadful inftrumcnts of fcourging us. If not, God
has o:her arrows in his quiver to fmiie us with, befides the

French King, his Catholick Majefty, or an abjured Pretender.

Not only the fword, but plague, peftilence, and famine, are

under the divine command. V/ho knows but he may fay to

them all, " Pafs through thefe lands?" A fatal murrain has

la'ely fwept away abundance of cattle at home and abroad.

A like epidemical difeafe may have a commiiTion to feize our

perfons as well as our beads. Thus God dealt with the

Egyptians : who dare fay, he will not deal fo with us ? Has

he not already given fome fymptoms of it ? What great

numbers upon the continent have been lately taken ofFby the

bloody-flux, fmall-pox, and yellow-fever ? Who can tell

what further judiiments are yet in ftore ? However, this is

certain, the rod is yet hanging over us : and I believe it will

be granted on all Tides, that if fuch various difpenfations of

mercy and judgment do not teach the inhabitants of any

land to learn righteoufnefs, they will only ripen them for a

greater ruin. Give me leave, therefore, to difmifs you at

this time with that folemn awful warning and exhortation,

.with
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with which the venerable Samuel^ on a public occafion, took

leave of the people of Ij'rad : " Only fear the Lord, and

ferve him in truth, with all yqur heart : for confider how
great things he hath done for you. But ifi ye (hall ftill do

wickedly, [I will not fay as the Prophet did. You fiiall be

confumed ; but] ye know not but you may provoke the

Lord Almighty to confume both you and your king."

Which God of his infinite mercy prevent, for the fake of

Jesus Christ : to whom, with the Father, and the Holy

Ghoft, three perfons, but one God, be all honour and

glory, now and for evermore. Amen^ Amen.

SERMON


